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Severity levels for cancers are done according to the general classification of cancers
into four stages. However, prostate cancer, leukaemia and lymphoma do not conform to
this general classification, Therefore additional tiering levels are proposed for these

cancers,

Tiering of all Cancers except prostate, leukemia and lymphoma

The levels are correlated to the general classification used by the American Joint
Committee for Cancer for the type of cancer involved:

Level A — Stage 4 cancer

Level B — Stage 3 cancer

Level C — Stage 2 cancer

Level D — Stage 1 cancer

Staging of cancer

As a general rule there are four stages of cancer. Stage 1 cancer is defined by an
invasive cancer confined to the tissue or organ of origin, Stage 2 cancer is defined by
the involvement of adjacent structures or organs, Stage 3 cancer involves spreading to
regional lymph nodes, Stage 4 cancer is characterized by distant metastasis,

However, each type of cancer is staged specifically by the American joint Committee for
cancer (AJCC). This staging is based on the outcome of the specific cancer and does not

always follow the general rule as stated above,
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