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Inclusion of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities
in Private Insurance

In response to the recent rapid increase in the population of individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities(IDD), this study examines their unique
needs and identifies gaps in various areas of the current social welfare system. It
also explores ways to expand the role of private insurance in addressing their

income, health, and everyday life risk coverage needs.

A comparison of the reported needs of individuals with IDD and the current
public welfare coverages reveals three significant gaps: the lack of paid benefits
for early intervention treatments for children with IDD, insufficient liability risk
coverage for individuals with IDD and their caregivers, and a inadequate labor
and retirement income security. Despite efforts to eliminate discrimination
against individuals with disabilities, the private insurance industry’s products and
services for this population remain limited. A serious lack of data and expertise
on disability-related issues continues to hinder the private insurance sector from

identifying and pursuing market opportunities within the disability population.

Despite the role of the private sector as an insurer of IDD-related risks is
inherently limited, this study suggests that it could further address certain
coverage gaps - specifically in early developmental treatment costs, comprehensive
liability risks in everyday life, and income insecurity in later years. There
advancements could be achieved through enhancements of the welfare systems’
coverages and by utilizing the disability-related data for product and service

developments.
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